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Dear Director Stone,

[ urge you to reconsider policy changes announced in the recent solicitation for the 2025
Graduate Research Fellowship Program (GRFP).! With these policy changes, you have critically
excluded second-year Ph.D. students as eligible participants for the program. In addition, you
halved the application window from 98 days in the 2024 GRFP solicitation to just 49 days in the
current year’s solicitation.? You claim that these changes are to “[support] students at the start of
their research careers”,® but second-year students are incontrovertibly early-career. In an era of
unprecedented volatility in our nation’s ability to train the next generation of researchers, these
abrupt policy changes are ill-timed and do nothing but further break the trust of the scientific
community at a time when researcher tensions and anxiety are already high.

While changing the eligibility requirements of the GRFP is within NSF’s authority, it is cruel and
destabilizing to do so without at least a year’s warning to the graduate student community. As
second-year students were permitted to apply in previous cycles, they were frequently advised by
their mentors to apply for the fellowship after they finish their graduate coursework, candidacy
exams, and have joined a research group. This approach has the additional benefit of providing
graduate students with ample time to identify and propose creative solutions to pressing national
issues. Because of the recent changes introduced by the Foundation, current second-year students
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no longer have this opportunity. These second-year students would have likely adjusted their
plans by applying last year if you had given them notice. I urge you to permit second-year
students to apply for this year’s award and only implement the new restriction — if you decide to
proceed - after at least one year of notice.

In addition to these changes, the solicitation period was greatly reduced. Graduate students often
must balance many duties, including classwork, conducting of original research, candidacy
exams, teaching duties, all while fulfilling commitments to their home and family. As per NSF
policy, applicants have a minimum of 90 days from the start of an NSF announcement to prepare
and submit a proposal.* Your current GRFP solicitation is in violation of your own policy.
Additionally, it is unclear how this reduced application time “encourages applications from the
full spectrum of talent that the U.S. has to offer,” as indicated in the goals and synopsis for the
current solicitation. If the goal is to broaden participation, including students from under-
resourced institutions, this extra time is critical. [ urge you to extend the application time, at
minimum, to at least 90 days in accordance with your own policies.

It is important for the Foundation to not take its stewardship over STEM education programs,
including GRFP, for granted. The Foundation has several unmet requirements and provisions as
outlined in the landmark CHIPS and Science Act.’> The CHIPS and Science Act set a goal of
3,000 GRFP fellows per year; under President Trump, the Foundation has failed that goal by
awarding only 1,500 fellowships in 2025. The Foundation has also failed to contract an
independent body to evaluate the role of the Foundation in supporting graduate student education
and training through fellowships, traineeships, and other funding models.® Lastly, the
Foundation’s termination of scores of STEM education awards, largely based on the political
whims of the President, has deterred many Americans from pursuing scientific education in their
university studies.’” These failures, combined with this ill-timed policy change without advanced
notice to the research community, call into question the ability of the Foundation to be an
effective steward of STEM graduate education. I urge you to reconsider these policies
immediately, and in future decisions, provide transparency to the research community and the
American public on how these decisions are made. In a time of unprecedented attacks on the
American scientific enterprise, it is imperative that NSF do everything in its power to remain a
respected and trustworthy flagship of our nation’s scientific excellence.

Pursuant to Rule X of the House of Representatives, the Committee on Science, Space, and
Technology “shall review and study on a continuing basis laws, programs, and Government
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activities relating to nonmilitary research and development.”® The Committee possesses
jurisdiction over the National Science Foundation.” If you have any questions regarding this
letter, please contact Albert Hinman or Sara Palasits with the Committee’s Minority staft at (202)
225-6375. Thank you for your attention to this important matter.

Sincerely,

Zoe Lofgren Haley Stevens

Ranking Member Ranking Member

Committee on Science, Space, and Technology Subcommittee on Research & Technology

CC:  Chairman Brian Babin
Committee on Science, Space, and Technology

CC:  Chairman Jay Obernolte
Subcommittee on Research & Technology

CC: Victor R. McCrary, Jr., Ph.D.
National Science Board

8 Rules of the House of Representatives, 119" Congress. (January 16%, 2025). https:/rules.house.gov/sites/evo-
subsites/rules.house.gov/files/documents/houserules119thupdated.pdf
°Id.



https://rules.house.gov/sites/evo-subsites/rules.house.gov/files/documents/houserules119thupdated.pdf
https://rules.house.gov/sites/evo-subsites/rules.house.gov/files/documents/houserules119thupdated.pdf

